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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-439
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gulliford 
Date of Introduction: June 13, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: June 15, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Section 350.112 – Election Canvassing Board – to provide that the Duval County Election Canvassing Board shall canvass municipal elections for the Beaches cities and Baldwin as long as those elections coincide with a county-wide election. The bill also authorizes the Duval County Election Canvassing Board to canvass the City of Atlantic Beach municipal elections already scheduled to be held on August 29, 2017 and November 7, 2017 that do not coincide with a county-wide election, and to canvass any Atlantic Beach municipal elections that may be held in 2019 and any other special elections that may be held to fill vacant municipal officer positions in that city prior to 2021, regardless of whether those elections coincide with a county-wide election.
Background Information: State law requires that all countywide elections be canvassed by the county canvassing board. Jacksonville’s Ordinance Code provides that the Duval Election Canvassing Board shall canvass all elections held in the county except the strictly municipal elections in the four Urban Services Districts (the three Beaches cities and Town of Baldwin). Those cities each had their own canvassing boards for their municipal elections composed of municipal officials (e.g. city manager, city clerk, city attorney). Over the course of recent years all four of the municipalities changed their city charters or codes to make the Duval County Canvassing Board the official canvassing board for their municipalities and abolished their own canvassing boards. The cities of Neptune Beach and Jacksonville Beach and the Town of Baldwin changed their election dates to coincide with countywide elections to facilitate the county canvassing board handling those elections; the City of Atlantic Beach did not. As a result, Atlantic Beach has designated the Duval County Canvassing Board to canvass its elections, in direct conflict with the Jacksonville Ordinance Code which does not permit the Duval County Election Canvassing Board to canvass purely municipal elections. This bill provides for a the county board to handle the canvassing function for Atlantic Beach until such time as it can either transition its elections to the countywide election schedule, which will not take place until after another round of elections so that the term of office extensions necessary to shift the elections onto the City of Jacksonville’s schedule don’t affect current incumbents, or to modify its charter to reinstate a city canvassing board.
Policy Impact Area: Election canvassing
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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